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The APO Planning Area Consists of the Following Political Subdivisions within portions of  

Stearns, Benton and Sherburne Counties:  

Cities of: 
Rockville  

St. Augusta 

St. Cloud 

St. Joseph 
 
 

Townships of: 
Brockway 

Haven 

Le Sauk 

Minden 
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St. Stephen 

Sartell 

Sauk Rapids 

Waite Park 
 

 

 
St. Joseph 

St. Wendel 

Sauk Rapids 

Watab 
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I.  GROWTH INDICATOR DATA SETS  
 

A.  American Community Survey  
 

St. Cloud City, Minnesota  
Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2010    
Data Set: 2010 American Community Survey 1 -Year Estimates  
Survey: American Community Survey  
 
      Figure 1  
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                               St. Cloud City, Minnesota 

      2010  

Estimate 

2009  

Estimate 

2008  

Estimate 

2007  

Estimate 

2006  

Estimate 

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE           

             

    Total households  26,542 23,471 24,806 25,547 24,375 

  Family households (families) 53.2% 53.0% 51.8% 48.3% 54.5% 

      With own children under 18 years 18.8% 22.8% 20.4% 24.3% 23.5% 

    Married-couple family 38.4% 38.8% 39.5% 36.9% 42.5% 

      With own children under 18 years 11.2% 14.0% 13.7% 15.7% 16.4% 

    Male householder, no wife present,  

    family 

5.1% 2.2% 4.7% 3.3% 4.5% 

      With own children under 18 years 2.6% 1.3% 1.6% 1.9% 2.3% 

    Female householder, no husband  

    present, family 

9.7% 12.0% 7.6% 8.1% 7.4% 

      With own children under 18 years 5.1% 7.5% 5.1% 6.8% 4.8% 

  Nonfamily households 46.8% 47.0% 48.2% 51.7% 45.5% 

    Householder living alone 31.3% 26.5% 30.6% 34.1% 28.3% 

      65 years and over 8.7% 7.6% 6.5% 7.0% 7.7% 

  Households with one or more people  

  under 18 years 

19.8% 24.3% 21.7% 25.6% 25.7% 

  Households with one or more people 65  

   years and over 

18.1% 16.7% 15.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

  Average household size 2.28 2.30 2.26 2.26 2.25 

  Average family size 2.84 2.86 2.86 2.96 2.77 
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A.  American Community Survey (continued)                     Figure 1 continued  
 

St. Cloud City, Minnesota  
Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2010    
Data Set: 2010 American Community Survey 1 -Year Estimates  
Survey: American Community Survey  
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RELATIONSHIP  2010 

Estimate 

 2009  

Estimate 

2008  

Estimate 

2007 

Estimate 

2006  

Estimate 

    Population in households 60,560 54,069 55,978 57,645 54,942 

  Householder 43.8% 43.4% 44.3% 44.3% 44.4% 

  Spouse 17.2% 16.4% 17.6% 16.6% 18.7% 

  Child 22.8% 24.2% 22.1% 22.6% 20.6% 

  Other relatives 2.8% 2.3% 3.0% 2.8% 3.5% 

  Nonrelatives 13.3% 13.7% 13.0% 13.7% 12.9% 

    Unmarried partner 3.5% 4.3% 3.4% 3.4% 2.3% 

MARITAL STATUS            

    Males 15 years and over 29,232 28,478 27,019 27,148 28,647 

  Never married 51.4% 53.9% 50.7% 54.4% 51.6% 

  Now married, except separated 37.7% 35.5% 38.2% 36.3% 38.8% 

  Separated 1.1% 0.3% 0.3% 1.3% 1.9% 

  Widowed 1.4% 2.7% 1.4% 0.3% 0.5% 

  Divorced 8.4% 7.6% 9.3% 7.6% 7.2% 

    Females 15 years and over 27,680 26,586 26,230 27,065 24,709 

  Never married 41.7% 45.9% 39.7% 47.6% 39.2% 

  Now married, except separated 39.6% 34.2% 38.0% 35.8% 43.9% 

  Separated 1.3% 3.2% 0.5% 1.4% 1.5% 

  Widowed 9.1% 7.4% 9.6% 8.1% 8.3% 

  Divorced 8.3% 9.3% 12.2% 7.2% 7.1% 

FERTILITY           

    Number of women 15 to 50 years old who           

        had a birth in the past 12 months 

494 1,106 818 781 1,179 

  Unmarried women (widowed, divorced, and                   
never married) 

77.7% 43.9% 39.0% 40.3% 28.9% 

    Per 1,000 unmarried women 34 38 28 25 35 

    Per 1,000 women 15 to 50 years old 28 59 48 42 72 

    Per 1,000 women 15 to 19 years old 32 20 0 28 0 

    Per 1,000 women 20 to 34 years old 44 95 52 66 148 

    Per 1,000 women 35 to 50 years old 0 10 65 8 0 
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A.  American Community Survey (continued)               Figure 1 continued  
 

St. Cloud City, Minnesota  
Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2010    
Data Set: 2010 American Community Survey 1 -Year Estimates  
Survey: American Community Survey  
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GRANDPARENTS  2010 

Estimate 

 2009  

Estimate 

 2008  

Estimate 

 2007  

Estimate 

 2006  

Estimates 

    Number of grandparents living 
with own grandchildren under 18 
years 

N N N N N 

  Responsible for grandchildren N N N N N 

    Years responsible for grand-
children 

          

      Less than 1 year N N N N N 

      1 or 2 years N N N N N 

      3 or 4 years N N N N N 

      5 or more years N N N N N 

    Number of grandparents re-
sponsible for own grandchildren 
under 18 years 

N N N N N 

  Who are female N N N N N 

  Who are married N N N N N 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT            

    Population 3 years and over 
enrolled in school 

22,140 22,068 20,488 22,659 20,638 

  Nursery school, preschool 3.7% 2.4% 3.3% 3.0% 4.5% 

  Kindergarten 2.7% 2.6% 4.0% 3.8% 1.6% 

  Elementary school (grades 1-8) 21.3% 17.1% 20.0% 23.5% 20.4% 

  High school (grades 9-12) 10.1% 11.4% 12.4% 13.1% 10.7% 

  College or graduate school 62.3% 66.4% 60.3% 56.5% 62.7% 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT            

    Population 25 years and over 39,203 34,477 37,148 36,265 35,449 

  Less than 9th grade 2.9% 4.8% 4.6% 1.4% 3.1% 

  9th to 12th grade, no diploma 5.9% 8.3% 5.1% 7.3% 7.7% 

  High school graduate (includes 
equivalency) 

24.0% 25.2% 28.5% 27.2% 29.6% 

  Some college, no degree 26.1% 26.0% 27.2% 24.8% 21.7% 

  Associate's degree 11.6% 7.4% 8.4% 10.8% 8.4% 

  Bachelor's degree 19.3% 19.3% 16.2% 17.4% 18.6% 

  Graduate or professional degree 10.3% 9.0% 10.1% 11.1% 10.8% 

  Percent high school graduate or 
higher 

91.3% 86.9% 90.3% 91.3% 89.2% 

  Percent bachelor's degree or 
higher 

29.6% 28.3% 26.3% 28.5% 29.4% 
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A.  American Community Survey (continued)              Figure 1 continued  
 

St. Cloud City, Minnesota  
Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2010    
Data Set: 2010 American Community Survey 1 -Year Estimates  
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VETERAN STATUS  2010  

Estimate 

 2009 
Estimate 

2008 
Estimate 

2007 
Estimate 

2006 
Estimate 

    Civilian population 18 years 
and over 

55,436 52,887 51,349 52,069 52,066 

  Civilian veterans 9.2% 9.8% 10.5% 7.1% 10.6% 

DISABILITY STATUS OF THE 
CIVILIAN NONINSTITUTIONAL-

IZED POPULATION 

          

    Total Civilian Noninstitutional-
ized Population 

64,404 60,175 58,937 (X) (X) 

  With a disability 11.3% 13.6% 11.4% (X) (X) 

    Under 18 years 10,354 11,033 9,915 (X) (X) 

  With a disability 12.4% 9.9% 2.6% (X) (X) 

    18 to 64 years 47,113 44,045 43,498 (X) (X) 

  With a disability 7.7% 13.0% 10.3% (X) (X) 

    65 years and over 6,937 5,097 5,524 (X) (X) 

  With a disability 33.9% 27.2% 35.6% (X) (X) 

RESIDENCE 1 YEAR AGO           

    Population 1 year and over 65,567 62,997 61,034 63,794 61,123 

  Same house 71.7% 63.2% 73.7% 69.6% 69.7% 

  Different house in the U.S. 26.5% 36.5% 25.3% 29.6% 29.8% 

    Same county 11.5% 15.5% 11.3% 10.9% 13.9% 

    Different county 15.0% 21.0% 13.9% 18.7% 15.9% 

      Same state 12.2% 18.5% 12.7% 15.3% 11.3% 

      Different state 2.8% 2.5% 1.3% 3.4% 4.6% 

  Abroad 1.9% 0.3% 1.0% 0.8% 0.5% 

PLACE OF BIRTH            

    Total population 65,885 64,126 61,324 64,555 62,113 

  Native 95.2% 96.5% 92.5% 94.9% 93.8% 

    Born in United States 95.1% 95.9% 92.1% 94.8% 93.1% 

      State of residence 71.7% 76.3% 74.5% 75.2% 69.4% 

      Different state 23.4% 19.6% 17.6% 19.6% 23.7% 

    Born in Puerto Rico, U.S. Is-
land areas, or born abroad to 
American parent(s) 

0.2% 0.6% 0.4% 0.1% 0.7% 

  Foreign born 4.8% 3.5% 7.5% 5.1% 6.2% 
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A.  American Community Survey (continued)             Figure 1 continued  
 

St. Cloud City, Minnesota  
Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2010    
Data Set: 2010 American Community Survey 1 -Year Estimates  
Survey: American Community Survey  
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U.S. CITIZENSHIP STATUS  2010  

Estimate 

2009 
Estimate 

 2008 
Estimate 

2007  

Estimate 

 2006  

Estimate 

    Foreign-born population 3,154 2,226 4,606 3,313 3,849 

  Naturalized U.S. citizen 34.2% 47.1% 44.9% 30.2% 27.0% 

  Not a U.S. citizen 65.8% 52.9% 55.1% 69.8% 73.0% 

YEAR OF ENTRY           

    Population born outside the 3,254 2,628 4,844 3,377 4,300 

    Native N N N N N 

  Entered 2000 or later N N N N N 

  Entered before 2000 N N N N N 

    Foreign born N N N N N 

  Entered 2000 or later N N N N N 

  Entered before 2000 N N N N N 

WORLD REGION OF BIRTH OF 

FOREIGN BORN 

          

    Foreign-born population, exclud-
ing population born at sea 

N N N N N 

  Europe N N N N N 

  Asia N N N N N 

  Africa N N N N N 

  Oceania N N N N N 

  Latin America N N N N N 

  Northern America N N N N N 

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME            

    Population 5 years and over N N N N N 

  English only N N N N N 

  Language other than English N N N N N 

      Speak English less than "very 
well" 

N N N N N 

    Spanish N N N N N 

      Speak English less than "very 
well" 

N N N N N 

    Other Indo-European languages N N N N N 

      Speak English less than "very 
well" 

N N N N N 

    Asian and Pacific Islander lan-
guages 

N N N N N 

      Speak English less than "very 
well" 

N N N N N 

    Other languages N N N N N 

      Speak English less than "very 
well" 

N N N N N 
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A.  American Community Survey (continued)               Figure 1 continued  
 

St. Cloud City, Minnesota  
Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2010    
Data Set: 2010 American Community Survey 1 -Year Estimates  
Survey: American Community Survey  
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ANCESTRY  2010 

Estimate 

2009  

Estimate 

 2008  

Estimate 

2007 

Estimate 

2006  

Estimate 

    Total population 65,885 64,126 61,324 64,555 62,113 

  American 2.7% 2.3% 2.7% 2.4% 3.3% 

  Arab 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.2% 0.5% 

  Czech 1.4% 1.4% 1.4% 1.7% 2.2% 

  Danish 0.5% 0.6% 1.5% 0.6% 1.2% 

  Dutch 0.4% 1.2% 2.1% 2.0% 1.2% 

  English 4.7% 4.2% 3.1% 3.6% 5.1% 

  French (except Basque) 3.0% 2.8% 3.4% 3.2% 4.1% 

  French Canadian 0.9% 0.5% 0.9% 1.5% 1.1% 

  German 46.6% 40.9% 48.7% 45.9% 48.9% 

  Greek 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 

  Hungarian 0.6% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.6% 

  Irish 9.9% 13.4% 10.6% 7.3% 12.6% 

  Italian 1.5% 3.6% 1.8% 2.7% 2.0% 

  Lithuanian 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.3% 

  Norwegian 13.2% 10.5% 11.4% 11.3% 9.7% 

  Polish 6.8% 6.9% 7.1% 9.0% 5.4% 

  Portuguese 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

  Russian 0.3% 0.4% 0.6% 0.5% 0.1% 

  Scotch-Irish 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.5% 0.8% 

  Scottish 0.5% 1.0% 1.2% 0.7% 0.9% 

  Slovak 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 

  Subsaharan African 3.3% 3.9% 2.6% 0.7% 4.9% 

  Swedish 7.0% 6.8% 6.5% 7.6% 6.0% 

  Swiss 0.3% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 

  Ukrainian 0.5% 0.0% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 

  Welsh 0.2% 0.3% 0.6% 0.3% 0.2% 

  West Indian (excluding His-
panic origin groups) 

0.7% 0.1% 0.3% 0.0% 0.2% 

An ñNò entry indicates that data for this geographic area cannot be displayed because the number of 
sample cases is too small. 
 
An ñXò means that the estimate is not applicable or not available. 
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Jurisdiction  1980  1990  2000  2006  2007 2008 2009 2010 

City of Rockville        2,448 

City of St. Augusta 2,169 2,657 3,065 3,135 3,178 3,217 3,289 3,317 

City of St. Cloud 42,566 48,812 59,107 64,711 65,246 65,650 65,741 65,842 

City of St. Joseph 2,994 3,294 4,681 5,873 6,066 6,156 6,174 6,534 

City of St. Stephen        851 

City of  Sartell 3,427 5,393 9,641 13,917 14,262 14,512 15,062 15,876 

City of Sauk Rapids 5,793 7,825 10,213 12,679 12,885 13,083 13,133 12,773 

City of Waite Park 3,496 5,020 6,568 6,738 6,729 6,731 6,747 6,715 

Township of Brockway        2,702 

Township of Haven 1,603 1,921 2,024 2,153 2,138 2,147 2,161 1,986 

Township of LeSauk 2,009 2,173 1,880 1,598 1,581 1,582 1,582 1,766 

Township of Minden 1,828 1,900 1,790 1,718 1,722 1,738 1,752 1,664 

Township of St. Cloud 5,282 7,549 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A  

Township of St. Joseph 2,916 2,567 2,449 2,139 2,125 2,127 2,145 1,924 

Township of St. Wendel 1,773 1,995 2,313 2,268 2,268 2,276 2,332 2,150 

Township of Sauk Rapids 758 850 723 645 637 640 645 584 

Township of Watab        3,093 

Total APO Planning Area 76,614 91,956 104,454 117,574 118,837 119,859 120,763 130,225 

     B.  Total Population          
Figure 2  

  C.  Average Household Size  
 

Figure 3  

Jurisdiction  1990  2000  2010  

City of Rockville   N/A 

City of St. Augusta 3.68 3.11 2.86 

City of St. Cloud 3.01 2.40 2.37 

City of St. Joseph 3.17 2.74 2.61 

City of St. Stephen   2.79 

City of Sartell 3.35 2.75 2.64 

City of Sauk Rapids 3.18 2.53 2.49 

City of Waite Park 2.94 2.19 2.12 

Township of Brockway   2.76 

Township of Haven 3.41 3.03 2.8 

Township of LeSauk 3.43 2.94 2.60 

Township of Minden 3.45 2.85 2.57 

Township of St. Cloud 3.50 N/A  

Township of St.  Joseph 3.56 2.90 2.73 

Township of St. Wendel 3.78 3.13 2.77 

Township of Sauk Rapids 3.33 2.68 2.21 

Township of Watab   2.69 

Average in APO Planning 
Area 

3.37 2.82 2.60 

St. Cloud APO 2010 St. Cloud Metro Area Growth Indicators Report     

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and MN State Demographic Center 

                                 Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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 Jurisdiction  1980  1990  2000  2006  2007 2008 2009 2010 

City of Rockville N/A N/A N/A 960    1,041 

City of St. Augusta 366 796 1,017  1,149 N/A N/A N/A 1,184 

City of St. Cloud 14,483 18,828 23,211 17,825 N/A 26,023 25,180 25,199 

City of St. Joseph 558 759 1,127  N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,912 

City of St. Stephen        316 

City of Sartell** 1,122 1,940 3,513 5,922 N/A 7,050 N/A 7,352* 

City of Sauk Rapids 2,014 2,971 4,004 5,202 N/A 6,063 6,069 5,219 

City of Waite Park 1,298 2,201 3,082 3,482 N/A N/A 3,451 3,451* 

Township of Brockway        1,023 

Township of Haven 480 643 680 44  N/A N/A N/A 733 

Township of LeSauk 570 692 654 563 562 563 566 706 

Township of Minden 526 638 623  N/A N/A N/A N/A 612*** 

Township of St.Cloud 1,507 2,344 N/A N/A  

Township of St. Joseph 880 822 912 791  794 N/A 810 740 

Township of St. Wendel 473 587 734 789  792 797 822 797 

Township of Sauk Rapids 222 277 282  N/A N/A N/A N/A 227*** 

Township of Watab        1,254*** 

Total APO Planning Area± 24,499 33,498 39,839 36,727 
 

  2,148 40,496 36,898 51,766 

    D.  Total Housing Units  
Figure 4  

St. Cloud APO 2010 St. Cloud Metro Area Growth Indicators Report     

 

 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Jurisdiction Planners, Clerks, Administrators and Zoning Websites 
N/A = Data Not Available, Not Tracked or Data Not Provided to APO by Cities or Township Upon Request 

±Totals Exclude Data Not Provided to APO by indicated Cities and/or Townships 

*City Records used for Sartell and Waite Park indicate a larger number than provided by the US Census Bureau. 

**Numbers Do Not Reflect New Units Built and Uninhabited 
***County Records used for Townships of Minden, Sauk Rapids and Watab indicate a smaller number than provided by the US Census Bureau  
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Total Housing Units by Type  

  1990 2000 2006                         2007                        2008                     2009 2010 

Jurisdiction  Single Multi  Single Multi  Single Multi  Single Multi  Single Multi  Single Multi  Single Multi  

Rockville 
City 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 952 8        909 132 

St Augusta 
City 

733 63 992 25 1,140 9 *  *  *  *  *  *  1174   10 

St Cloud 
City 

8,966 9,862 12,544 10,667 *  *  *  *  14,475 11,548 14,867 10,313  14886 11,548  

St Joseph 
City 

497 262 800 327 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  1408  504  

St. Stephen 
City 

            Unknown by City 

Sartell 

City **  

941 999 2,244 1,269 4,608 1,314 *  *  5,338 1,712 5,339   5463  1889  

Sauk Rapids 
City 

1,797 1,174 2,471 1,533 4,381 821 *  *  4,463 1,600 4,469 1,600 Unknown by City 

Waite Park 
City 

697 1,504 1,167 1,915 1,566 1,916 *  *  *  *  1,691 1,760  1508 1943  

Brockway 
Township 

            Unknown by  
Township 

Haven 
Township 

572 71 669 11 44 0 *  *  *  *  *  *  733  0 

LeSauk 
Township 

646 46 606 48 See Total Housing Units   706 0 

Minden 
Township 

521 117 555 68 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  604  8 

St Cloud 
Township 

2,015 329 N/A N/A N/A N/A       

St Joseph 
Township 

568 254 567 345 789 2 See Total Housing Units  Data not provided by 
St. Joe Township    

St Wendel 

Township 

559 28 720 14 768 21 777 15 782 15 807 15 797  0 

Sauk Rapids 
Township 

254 23 222 60 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   227 
 

0 

Watab 
Township 

            1238       16 

Total APO 
 Planning 

Area± 

18,766 14,732 23,557 16,282 14,248 4,091 777 15 25,058 14,875 27,173 13,688 29,653
  

16,050  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Jurisdiction Planners, Clerks, Administrators and Zoning websites 
*  Data Not Available, Not Tracked by City or Township or Data Not Provided  to APO by Cities or Townships Upon Request     

** Numbers Donôt Reflect New Units Built and Uninhabited 

± Totals Exclude Data Not Provided to APO by Indicated Cities and/or Townships 
 

E.  Total Housing Units by Type                
                                                                                     Figure 5  
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F.  Single Family & Multiple Family Building Permits  
       Figure 6  
 
 
   
   
   
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

 
   Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Jurisdiction Planners, Clerks, Administrators, Building Departments,  

   Benton and Stearns County, Planning, Zoning and City websites 

   *The new company that the City of St. Joseph goes though does not break out building permits by single  
   and Multiple family units 

   ** Totals Exclude Data Not Provided by Indicated Cities or Townships 
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  Single Family Unit Permits Issued  

 Jurisdiction  2000 2001 2002 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

City of  
Rockville 

5 7 8 9 19 12 4 5 

City of 
St. Augusta 

12 18 -  43 15   11 7  11 

City of 
St.  Cloud 

216 322 370 207 N/A   40 57  42 

City of 
St.  Joseph 

23 55 58 
*See 
com-
bined 

25    8 7 12 

City of  
St. Stephen 

       0 

City of 
Sartell 

259 232 209   123  N/A  32 39  36 

City of 
Sauk Rapids 

158 174 107 71   8  6  9 

City of 
Waite Park 

61 72 54  14   12   4  9 4 

Brockway 
Township 

       7 

Haven 
Township 

10 17 10   0   5   3  2 0 

LeSauk 
Township 

5 2 9 3 0 1 1 1 

Minden 
Township 

12 6 8 5  2 4   2 2 

St Joseph 
Township 

N/A 2 5 3 4   0  0 

Data 
Not 
Pro-
vided 

St Wendel 
Township 

N/A N/A N/A 5 5   5 3 7 

Sauk Rapids 
Township 

2 0 0 2    0 
Data not Provided by 
Sauk Rapids Township    
   

Watab 
Township 

25 22 18 27  18  7 5  6 

Total APO 
Planning 
Area** 

788 929 856  512   105 134 147 138 
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      Figure 7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F.  Single Family & Multiple Family Building Permits (continued)  
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  Multiple Family Unit Permits Issued  

 Jurisdiction  2000 2001 2002 2006 2007  2008 2009 2010 

City of  
Rockville 

       0 

City of 
St. Augusta 

0 0 0 0  0  0 0 0 

City of 
St.  Cloud 

47 208 939 222  N/A         1 57 0 

City of 
St.  Joseph 

N/A 0 5 *See combined        0         0                                 0     60  

City of  
St. Stephen 

       0 

City of 
Sartell 

5 20 6  196 N/A  17 123 0 

City of 
Sauk Rapids 

76 76 220 0 N/A           0       0        0 

City of 
Waite Park 

0 0 0  0 0  0 0 0 

Brockway 
Township 

       0 

Haven 
Township 

0 0 0 0 0  0 2 0 

LeSauk 
Township 

0 0 0 0 0         0       0        0 

Minden 
Township 

0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 

St Joseph 
Township 

0 0 0 0 0  0 0 
Info not 

Provided 

St Wendel 
Township 

N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 

Sauk Rapids 
Township 

0 0 0 0 0   0 0  0 

Watab 
Township 

0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 

Total APO 
Planning 
Area** 

 128 304  1,170    418 0  18  242  0 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Jurisdiction Planners, Clerks, Administrators, Building Department, Benton and Stearns County, Planning, Zoning 
and City websites 

*The new company that the City of St. Joseph goes though does not break out building permits by single and Multiple family units 

*** Totals Exclude Data Not Provided by Indicated Cities or Townships 
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F.  Single Family & Multiple Family Building Permits (continued)  
      
      Figure 8  
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Total Combined  

Single Family and Multiple Family Unit  
Permits Issued  

 Jurisdiction  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

City of  
Rockville 

    5 

City of 
St. Augusta 

43 15 11 7 11 

City of 
St.  Cloud 

429 N/A  41 114 42 

City of 
St.  Joseph 

683       25         8         7        72 

City of 
St. Stephen 

    0 

City of 
Sartell 

319 N/A  49 162 36 

City of 
Sauk Rapids 

71 N/A  8 6 9 

City of 
Waite Park 

14 12 4 9 4 

Brockway 
Township 

    7 

Haven 
Township 

0 5 3 4 0 

LeSauk 
Township 

3        0       1 1 1 

Minden 
Township 

5 2 4 2 2 

St Joseph 
Township 

3 4 0 0 
Info not 

Provided 

St Wendel 
Township 

5 5 5 3 7 

Sauk Rapids 
Township 

2        0 
Info not provided by 

       Sauk Rapids Township    
   

Watab 
Township 

27 18 7 5 6 

Total APO 
Planning Area * 

 1,613   86  140  
 

385 
 

138 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Jurisdiction Planners, Clerks, Administrators, Building Department,  
Benton and Stearns County, Planning, Zoning and City websites 

* Total without the information from the cities and/or townships indicated  
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 G.  Other Building Permits (Commercial, Industrial, Office, Public)  
                                                       
      Figure 9  
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Other Building Permits  

(Commercial, Industrial, Office,  
Public)  

 Jurisdiction  2010 

City of Rockville 143 

City of St. Augusta 1 

City of St. Cloud 232 

City of St. Joseph 0 

City of St. Stephen 0 

City of Sartell 
11ð New       

26ð Commercial Expansion 

City of Sauk Rapids 5 

City of Waite Park 2 

Brockway Township 1 (office/shop/warehouse) 

Haven Township 
5  

(3 Pole Barns, 2 Garages) 

LeSauk Township 0 

Minden Township 4 

St. Joseph Township 
Info not provided by St. Joseph  

Township 

St. Wendel Township 0 

Sauk Rapids Township 0 

Watab Township 0 

Total APO 
Planning Area 

430 

Source:  Jurisdiction Planners, Clerks, Administrators, Planning, Zoning and City Websites 
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REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 Jurisdiction  2006 2008 2009 2010 

City of Rockville    0 

City of Saint Augusta 0 acres 0 acres 0 acres 0 

City of Saint Cloud 0 acres 0 acres 0 acres 0 

City of Saint Joseph 396.75 acres        *          *           0 

City of Saint Stephen    0 

City of Sartell 116.91 acres 22.87 acres 0 acres 6.4 

City of Sauk Rapids 105 acres 1.17 acres 10.12 acres 7.928 

City of Waite Park 117.6 acres 214.84 acres 0 acres 0 

Total APO Planning 
Area 

736.26 acres 
** 238.88 

acres  
** 10.12 acres 14.328 acres 

H. Acres of Land Annexed by Cities  
      Figure 10  

St. Cloud APO 2010 St. Cloud Metro Area Growth Indicators Report    

Source: Jurisdiction Administrators, Clerks, Planners 
*   Data not provided by City of St. Joseph for 2008 & 2009 

** Total for 2008 and 2009 does not include City of St. Joseph 
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       Figure 11  
Employment Status  

For the Population 16 Years and Over  

Jurisdiction  1990 Employed  2000 Employed  2010 Employed  

City of Rockville   

Employment 
Status Data not 

available from the 
US Census  

Bureau  
at the time of  

Publication of this 
Report 

City of Saint Augusta 1,420 1,743 

City of Saint Cloud 25,407 33,010 

City of Saint Joseph 1,837 2,585 

City of St. Stephen   

City of Sartell 2,614 5,223 

City of Sauk Rapids 4,052 5,669 

City of Waite Park 2,980 3,752 

Township of Brockway   

Township of Haven 1,008 1,190 

Township of LeSauk 1,139 1,015 

Township of Minden 1,072 1,011 

Township of Saint Cloud 4,001 - 

Township of Saint Joseph 1,342 1,382 

Township of  
Saint Wendel 

1,046 1,286 

Township of Sauk Rapids 430 471 

Town of Watab   

Total APO Planning Area 48,348 58,337 
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U.S. Census Bureau 

 

 

I.  Employment 16 Years and Over (Total)  
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J.  Employment 16 Years and Over (by Industry and Type)  
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 2000 2010 

Industry  Male Female  Total  Male Female  Total  

Agriculture, Forestry,  
Fishing, Hunting, and  
Mining 

419 87 506 

Employment Data is not 
available from the US  

Census Bureau at the time 
of Publication of this Report 

Construction 3,103 265 3,368 

Manufacturing 6,128 2,801 8,929 

Wholesale Trade 1,761 601 2,362 

Retail Trade 5,037 5,604 10,641 

Transportation,  
Warehousing, and Utilities 

1,789 342 2,131 

Information 658 574 1,232 

Finance, Insurance, Real 
Estate, Rental, and  
Leasing 

1,280 1,713 2,993 

Professional, Scientific, 
Management, Administra-
tive, and Waste Manage-
ment Services 

1,799 1,779 3,578 

Educational, Health, and 
Social Services 

3,562 10,288 13,850 

Arts, Entertainment,  
Recreation, Accommoda-
tion, and Food Services 

2,114 2,767 4,881 

Other Services 1,080 1,188 2,268 

Public Administration 919 679 1,598 

Total APO Planning Area 29,649 28,688 58,337 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

Figure 12  
Employment 16 Years and Over  

(By Industry and Type)  
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K.  Vehicle Registration  
 

 Auto ownership has been steadily increasing in the United States and has in turn af-
fected the average number of miles driven in the United States.  Auto ownership is also an 
important factor in determining the number of vehicle-trips generated by a typical household.  
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Source: Driver and Vehicle Services 

 

 

Year MN Vehicles Registered   

1992 4,458,185  

1993 4,375,099  

1994 4,653,096  

1995 4,632,167  

1996 4,761,524  

1997 4,775,893  

1998 5,047,404  

1999 5,039,778  

2000 5,443,956  

2001 5,560,882  

2002 5,503,389  

2003 6,056,920  

2004 6,171,550  

2005 6,297,479  

2006 6,366,877  

2007 6,494,553  

2008 6,597,151  

2009 6,659,388 
Stearns, Benton &  

Sherburne Counties  

2010 6,769,870 382,893 

Figure 13  Vehicles Registered  
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L.  Licensed Drivers  

 
 

Figure 14 Licensed Drivers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                   Source: Driver and Vehicle Services 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 15  

Roadway Miles by Functional Classification  
 in the St. Cloud Urbanized Area  

(2000 and 2010 data)  
     

Functional  
Classification  

Miles (Approximate)  Percent  

 2000 2010 2000 2010 

Arterials 98.5 140.2 24.3 22.5 

Collectors 36.4 69.7 9.0 11.2 

Local 271.0 414.1 66.7 66.3 

Total Urbanized Area 405.9 624.0 100.0 100.0 

St. Cloud APO 2010 St. Cloud Metro Area Growth Indicators Report     

Source: Mn/DOT 

Year MN 
Stearns, Benton & 

Sherburne Counties  

3 Counties % of 

State  

1991 3,222,829 137,073 4.25% 

1995 3,388,357 149,716 4.42% 

2000 3,649,438 173,030 4.74% 

2005 3,872,093 198,068 5.12% 

2006 3,871,160 203,232 5.25% 

2007 3,907,974 208,667 5.33% 

2008 3,938,401 211,940 5.38% 

2009 3,948,340 214,235 5.42% 

2010 3,995,235 217,502 5.44% 

M.  Roadway Miles by Functional Classification  
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      Figure 16  
    

           Map of St. Cloud Urbanized Area  
    Roadway Miles by Function Classification  
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N. Traffic Count  
 
 
 

                              Beaver Island Trail ï September, 2010  

 
 

                              Pinecone Road at Lionôs Park ï August 8, 2011  

 
 

  25
th

 Avenue North @ Railroad Crossing ï August 10, 2011  
                                            Vehicle Occupancy Study  
 
Vehicle Occupancy without Commercial Vehicles = 1.254 occupants per vehicle 
Vehicle Occupancy with Commercial Vehicles = 1.248 occupants per vehicle 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pedestrians Bicycles Total 

294 87 381 

Pedestrians Bicycles Total 

101 207 308 
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O. St. Cloud Metro Bus National Transit Database Summary  
 
 Metro Bus is a transit authority, created in 1969, as a political subdivision of the State of Minnesota.  
It is responsible for daily management, operation, and maintenance for both Fixed Route and Paratransit sys-
tems. Employing over 115 part-time and full-time personnel, Metro Bus provides stable, consistent and com-
prehensive transit services for the cities of St. Cloud, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, and Waite Park.  
 
 The Metro Bus service area provides excellent coverage throughout the greater St. Cloud Area in-
cluding providing connections between and among neighborhoods, businesses, and retail centers.  Many of 
the areas served satisfy traditional transit needs based on income, elderly populations, high density residen-
tial neighborhoods, employment and commercial centers, and single and/or zero vehicle households. Metro 
Bus fixed route service operates seven days per week and includes 15 regular routes as well as a system 
serving St. Cloud State University that includes four daytime routes, one shuttle route, three late night routes, 
and one point deviated evening route. The system includes three transit centers: a Downtown Transit Center, 
which is served by many of the regular routes as well as the evening routes; the Crossroads Transit Center, 
which is served by several regular routes; and a transfer stop at the Miller Learning Resources Center of St. 
Cloud State University, which is served by all of the SCSU routes. A future transit hub may evolve in Sartell at 
the developing Epic Center properties. 
 
 In providing future transit services to the growing metropolitan area, Metro Bus will be faced with 
many challenges, 1) increased demand from high-density neighborhoods, 2) St. Cloud State University; tradi-
tional transit users in the core, 3) servicing growth areas, 4) and new transit service member areas. 
 

 The St. Cloud Metropolitan Transit Commission (Metro Bus) has identified short term and long term 
transit capital and operating improvement projects in the 2035 Long Rang Transit Plan Update, completed in 
2010.  The LRP identified the programming of fixed route transit service restructuring and expansion in the 
existing four city service area, including future expansion to neighboring St. Joseph and St. Augusta areas. 
Related capital improvement projects are included in the analysis. 
 
 The 2035 LRP update identifies the need for Metro Bus to continue service and infrastructure growth 
in response to increased demand for transit services in metro growth areas and St. Cloud State University 
(SCSU).  The LRP update programs development of an expanded fixed route network in Sartell and north-
west St. Cloud, south, southeast and east St. Cloud, east Sauk Rapids, and St. Joseph.  Route 75, which 
began operation in January 2008 to south St. Cloud along Clearwater and Roosevelt Roads funded 50% by a 
Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) grant will be extended to SCSU and downtown.  Fixed route ser-
vice hours were expanded in 2011 by adding weekday frequency to the Sartell route.  The future West Metro 
and existing Westwood routes are programmed for similar service hour expansion.   Under the 2035 LRP, to 
accommodate expanded service areas and frequencies, some routes will incorporate 20, 40 and 80 minute 
headways, while the rest of the system will remain on 30 and 60 minute frequencies.  Dial-a-Ride services for 
ADA riders will continue to grow, but at a less rapid pace as in previous LRPôs, with the help of continued 
Community Outreach and Travel Training programs that assist traditional ADA riders to utilize fixed route ser-
vices funded by a federal New Freedom administered by Mn/DOT. 
 
 Capital improvements include completion of the ADA small bus fleet and replacement in 2011.  Be-
ginning in 2014, 23 large fixed route buses become eligible for replacement.  Analysis of an alternative fuel 
option for the large bus fleet replacement project is ongoing. Bus shelter/transit amenity improvements con-
tinue annually.  Metro Bus is continuing work with member cites to implement the Transit Amenity program 
through the addition of courtesy benches and advertising shelters.  Study of additional transit hubs have also 
been identified in the 2035 LRP.  The expansion of a regional park and ride lot network beginning with the 
Northstar Link site on TH 10 in southeast St. Cloud has begun while development of additional sites along I 
94 near Opportunity Drive, CSAH 75 and CSAH 2 in St. Joseph is contemplated.  Mn/DOT District 3 will be 
completing a regional commuter study in 2011 to include analysis of commuting corridors and infrastructure 
needs. 
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 Facility improvements include expansion of the Operations Center for vehicle storage, offices and train-
ing space in addition to HVAC system replacement in the existing bus storage areas.  An additional project, in 
partnership with Mn/DOT, to create a regional communications and training facility is in development and is in-
cluded as a component of the Human Service Public Transit Coordination Planning process.  The future of the 
Transit Center located in downtown St. Cloud was included as a component of the 2035 LRP update.  The LRP 
recommended the Transit Center remain in its current location and proposed an expansion and improvements 
plan which began in 2010 and will be completed in 2012.  The multi-modal use of the facility for intercity travel 
has changed with the discontinuation of service by Greyhound along the I 94 corridor, but a new contract with 
Jefferson Lines has picked up where Greyhound left off. 
 
 Metro Bus has continued itôs ITS partnerships with Mn/DOT and area cities and counties through con-
tinued operations and maintenance of the fixed route transit signal priority (TSP) system.  TSP system optimiza-
tion and regular maintenance continues each year.  A system-wide customer audio and visual stop annuncia-
tion system was completed in 2011 and includes for future real time customer information and web site applica-
tions. 
 
 Metro Bus has continued to monitor the effectiveness of its fixed route service through the National  
Transit Database ridership survey analysis, on-board rider and public surveys. On-going recommendations for 
increasing route efficiency, effectiveness and overall ridership improvements are included in the LRP update. 
 
 
 
 

St. Cloud APO 2010 St. Cloud Metro Area Growth Indicators Report     



 

 

Page 25 

 In response to the ever growing and changing transit needs in the region, Metro Bus embarked on a 
ñTransit System Performance Analysis, System Redesign, Market Study and Long Range Plan Updateò for their 
operations.  Figure 18 below shows the increased trends in the Metro Bus fixed route ridership in the past five 
years 

 

 

      Figure 18  
    Metro Bus Fixed Route Ridership: 2004 -2008 
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P.  St. Cloud Metro Bus Fixed Route Ridership History  
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Q.  St. Cloud Metro Bus Paratransit System Ridership History  

 
 In addition to general public services, Metro Bus directly operates demand responsive complementary 
paratransit service, as mandated by the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act through its Dial-a-Ride system.  
Dial-a-Ride service is provided throughout the four-city area utilizing 25-foot heavy-duty Orion II low-floor transit 
buses.  Four unique services are provided by the Dial-a-Ride system: specialized service, later weeknight, ex-
tended area, and Sunday services.  Specialized Service is available throughout the regular fixed route service 
area and an extended service area (reaching beyond the region served by the fixed routes) from Monday 
through Friday from 5:30 AM to midnight, Saturdays from 8:00 AM to 6:30 PM, and Sundays from 9:00 AM to 
6:00 PM. Dial-A-Ride is also available to the general public in the extended service area (not served by the fixed 
routes) Monday through Friday from 5:30 AM to midnight, and in both the extended service area as well as Sar-
tell on Saturdays from 8:00 AM to 6:30 PM.  
 
 Additionally Dial-A-Ride service is available to the general public Monday through Friday from 9:00 PM 
to midnight (or after fixed route service is no longer available in a given area), and from 6:00 PM to midnight in 
Sartell. Dial-A-Ride service is available to everyone in St. Cloud, Sauk Rapids, Waite Park, and Sartell from 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM on Sundays.  Figures 19 below shows the increased trends in the Metro Bus Dial-A-Ride (DAR) 
ridership in the past five years.   

 
 

Figure 19  
Metro Bus Dial -A-Ride Ridership: 2004 -2009 
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 Tri-CAP and RiverRider are two rural transit systems that operate within the APO Planning Area. These 
two rural systems are exclusively funded and programmed through Mn/DOTôs Region 7W and District 3 ATP. 
Although these transit systems do not receive funding through the APO, they do provide an invaluable service 
and function for transit users within the St. Cloud Metropolitan Area.  Tri-CAP and RiverRider both serve resi-
dents in the greater St. Cloud region; Tri-CAP serves the non-urban areas west, north and north-east of St. 
Cloud, while RiverRider serves much of the area to the south and southeast of St. Cloud.  
 
 Tri-County Action Program, Inc., (Tri-CAP) has been operating rural transit services since 1975 when a 
needs assessment found that transportation was a significant unmet need in Central Minnesota.  Beginning as 
a service for elderly and disabled under the Older Americans Act, the transit program evolved into general pub-
lic service during the early 1980ôs.  As a general public provider, Tri-CAP began with a very small fleet serving 
Benton and Stearns Counties. Over time, the program evolved into the Tri-CAP Transit Connection in Benton 
and Stearns County and MorrTrans in Morrison County.  Rural productivity averages about 3.77 passengers 
per hour.  All of Tri-CAP busing works in cooperation with the St. Cloud Metro Bus program and is operated for 
residents outside of the Metro Bus service area.  
 
 Tri-CAP provides rural area bus service to the region surrounding the City of St. Cloud. This includes 
Dial-A-Ride service, which operates from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, available throughout 
Benton and Stearns Counties outside of the Metro Bus service area and within a 20 mile radius of the Stearns 
County Government Center. Additional Dial-A-Ride services are available in Stearns County within Melrose 
(Monday through Friday, 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, including service to Sauk Centre), and within Sauk Centre 
(Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM). Tri-CAP also provides deviated route service in Stearns and 
Benton Counties, connecting Sauk Centre, Foley, and intermediate communities to St. Cloud. Detailed informa-
tion regarding the Tri-CAP schedule can be found on their website at: http://www.tricap.org/bus_services.html. 
Tri-CAP fares are $1.25 for a one-way trip within one city, or $3.00 for a one-way trip for rural/intercity trips. 

 
 Tri-CAP does not provide bus service on New Yearôs Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor 
Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, and offers limited service on Good Friday and the Fri-
day following Thanksgiving.   

R.  St. Cloud Area Rural Transit System Ridership 

http://www.tricap.org/bus_services.html
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S.  Northstar Commuter Rail Ridership History  

 
 The Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA), 
a joint powers board consisting of 30 counties, cities, townships 
and regional rail authorities, was established in 1997 for  the 
purpose of planning for multimodal transportation improvements 
in the Northstar Corridor and for promotion and facilitation of 
related land use and development.  
 
 The entire Northstar Corridor Commuter Rail project is 
an 82-mile transportation corridor that parallels Trunk Highway 
10, which serves as one of the primary highway links between 
the Minneapolis - St. Paul and St. Cloud metropolitan areas. 

NCDA originally intended to build the rail project in its entirety; however, in 2000, due to several factors, the 
original proposal was truncated into two phases, Phase I was identified as Minneapolis to Big Lake and the por-
tion extending north of Big Lake was identified as Phase II.  
 
 Construction of Phase I of Northstar began in 2007 and the line opened in November 2009.  The com-
muter rail schedule offers five morning departures from Big Lake with station stops in Elk River, Anoka, Coon 
Rapids, and Fridley, as well as one morning reverse commute from Minneapolis to Big Lake. In addition, North-
star provides a connection to the Hiawatha light rail transit (LRT) corridor in Downtown Minneapolis. Hiawatha 
provides direct connections to the Veterans Hospital, Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, and the Mall of 
America. The Northstar afternoon schedule includes five departures from Minneapolis and one reverse commute 
from Big Lake. The trains are stored and maintained at the vehicle maintenance facility in Big Lake.  
 

 
 
 Each Northstar train-set consists of a locomotive and four ADA compliant passenger cars that can ac-
commodate approximately 140 passengers on three seating levels. The trains include amenities such as work 
stations, electrical outlets, restrooms, and bicycle storage. Each of the suburban train stations are located with 
park-and-ride facilities, and platforms sites are equipped with security cameras, emergency telephones, en-
closed shelters, heating and other amenities.  
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S. Northstar Commuter Rail Ridership History (continued)  
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November 
2009 

Northstar Commuter Rail opens for service on November 16! 

August 
2009 

A groundbreaking ceremony is held for the Northstar Link Commuter Coach Project and the 
Park and Ride Lot construction begins. 

June  
2009 

bƻǊǘƘǎǘŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ .ƛƎ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ōŜƎƛƴǎΦ 

December 
2008 

Construction of the Vehicle Maintenance Facility in Big Lake is completed. 

October 
2008 

The first of five locomotives arrives in Big Lake from Motive Power, Inc. in Boise, Idaho. 

Spring 
2008 

Passenger vehicles are ordered. 

January 
2008 

$32 million in bonds are sold so payments can be made to BNSF Railway for easements that 
will allow for the use of its train tracks. 

December 
2007 

Federal, state and local officials sign the Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for Northstar 
Commuter Rail. The FFGA committed $156.8 million in federal matching funds and released 
$97.5 million in state bonding money for Northstar construction and trains. 

April  
2007 

Stearns County joins the NCDA. The NCDA agrees to study a second phase of Northstar, possi-
bly extending commuter rail service in the future from Big Lake to Becker, St. Cloud and Rice. 

March 
2007 

The State of Minnesota, NCDA and BNSF complete negotiations and sign key agreements final-
izing terms and conditions for commuter rail service. 

February 
2007 

President Bush recommends federal funding for construction of Northstar as part of his FY 
2008 budget. 

September 
2006 

The FTA grants Northstar permission to enter the final design phase. 

June  
2006 

aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜǎ Ϸсл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ bƻǊǘƘǎǘŀǊΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
needed to seek final federal funding. 

July  
2005 

U.S. Congress authorizes $80 million for Northstar. 

April 
2005 

Minnesota Legislature approves $37.5 million for Northstar in final bonding bill. 










